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Last year at this time we were welcoming 
my friend Rev. Dr. Fred Drummond from Perth, 
Scotland. The theme of his time with us was in the 
form of a question: “What Kind of Church?” What 
kind of church would it take to reach those around 
us? What kind of church would it take to live out 
the values of Jesus in our present context?  What 
kind of church would it take to make a difference 
in our world? What kind of church do we want to 
be?

The question still applies. It’s something that we 
as a congregation and your leadership continually 
keep in front of us.  What kind of church is God 
asking us to be today? To answer that we have 
been presenting on Sundays the code of our 
congregation, the heart of Emmanuel. The themes 
of Grace, Caring, Bridging and Moving Out have 
been explored through scripture and story.  We 
hopefully have not merely been living in the past, 
but expressing how the past is making it in to our 
present in new ways.  We can’t say it enough –  
that these are the things that must not change  
so we can be the congregation God is asking us  
to be now.  

This month we will be concluding with the 
theme “Moving Beyond Church” and then 
a summary of all the themes on the 19th of 
November. On the 26th we will begin preaching 
through the Gospel of Luke. From Advent until 
Easter we will be in the Gospel of Luke, looking at 
its themes of Witness.  This is what is behind the 
question, “What kind of church?” Ultimately the 
church exists to point to the grace of Jesus and 

invite people into a life 
together in that grace.  We 
are asking, what will our 
witness going forward look 
like? Luke gives us many 
clues.

One of the attributes 
of Emmanuel is that we 
can name experiences 
of Grace in our midst. 
The response to Grace, in the Reformed tradition 
of which we are a part is Gratitude. During this 
holiday season we will be hearing a challenge to 
step up in our expressions of gratitude financially. 
It is one of the tangible ways we can respond to 
God’s Grace.  Financially responding is not the 
only way to say “thanks!” We say thanks to God by 
volunteering both in and out of the church. We say 
thanks by doing good, in and out of the church.  
We say thanks by participating in worship – both in 
and out of the church. Gratitude has many facets.  
When we talk about supporting the congregation 
financially, we know that we are saying thanks 
to God for the good we’ve experienced in and 
through our church family and want more of this 
goodness to be extended to more people in our 
community.  

Stay tuned to the communications that will share 
with you how we can do more good together.

Faithfully looking forward,

Craig

It Still Applies

InSightInSight

Advent Feast & Festivities
To get ready for the Advent season, Emmanuel is hosting 

its annual Advent Feast and Festivities. It will be held on 
November 26, from 4-7pm in the Fireside Room. The cost 
is $5 per person or $10 per family. We will learn about the 
season of Advent, get crafty and visit prayer stations. We also 
will enjoy an awesome meal and worship together. To RSVP, 
email Debbie Barber, director of children and family ministries 
at dbarber@epconline.org

In All Things, 
              Give Thanks

mailto:dbarber%40epconline.org?subject=
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A Thanksgiving Celebration:  Daniel Manoiu in Concert
Emmanuel has 

much to be  
thankful for this  
fall, including its  
accompanist,  
Daniel Manoiu. 
An accomplished, 
award-winning  
pianist and  
composer,  
Daniel and his  

fellow pianist Lauralie Pow Ghahremani will 
present a classical concert celebrating fall and the  
Thanksgiving season on Sunday, November 19, 
at 5 p.m. in the sanctuary.  They will be joined by 
guest artist Jennifer Cheng.

The concert offers a bounty of treasures for the 
classical music lover.  Pieces by Debussy and 
Schubert will be featured, and both pianists will 
perform solos.  Daniel and Lauralie will play a  
duet of “Autumn” from Vivaldi’s most famous  
work, The Four Seasons, which was first published 
in 1725 in Amsterdam.  Autumn and autumn  
leaves are the golden threads woven throughout 
the concert, including in Astor Piazzolla’s 
“Autumn,” which is known as part of the Argentine 
Four Seasons.  Piazzolla was an Argentine tango 
composer, revolutionizing the traditional tango 
into a new style that incorporated elements from 
jazz and classical music.

Daniel was born in Bucharest, Romania, and is 
an active film, TV and video game composer.  He 
has performed at world-class music venues such 
as Carnegie Hall and the San Bartolomeo  
Cathedral in Italy.  Daniel wrote the score for the 

Romanian-American film Puzzle for a Blind Man, 
which was featured in numerous international  
festivals across Europe and the USA.  He is 
currently part of the faculty at the American 
Musical and Dramatic Academy (AMDA) College 
and Conservatory of the Performing Arts.

Lauralie Pow Ghahremani is a pianist with 
a doctorate in collaborative piano from the 
University of Miami’s Frost School of Music.  While 
at Frost, Lauralie worked with the Miami Summer 
Music Festival’s production of The Magic Flute.  
She taught group piano at Frost and private piano 
lessons at the Miami Conservatory of Music.  
While there she also performed as a keyboardist 
for the Henry Mancini Orchestra.  Lauralie is 
currently on faculty at AMDA in Los Angeles as an 
accompanist.

Jennifer Cheng is from Yi-Lan, Taiwan, and 
started to play the viola at the age of nine. Jennifer 
moved to the United States after middle school 
and continued to study music at the Orange 
County School of the Arts, where she played 
in their symphony orchestra as the principal 
violist during high school.  In June 2015, Jennifer 
performed with the Orange County School of the 
Arts Symphony Concert Tour in Europe.  Currently, 
she attends UCLA, majoring in viola performance 
and studying with the principal violist of the San 
Francisco Opera.

The concert is free and open to the community, 
so invite your family, friends and neighbors and 
treat yourself to a crisp, cool evening filled with 
the vibrant colors of autumn.

Kids Choir
Practices for this year’s kids’ choir 
begin on Sunday November 12 during 
the 10:30am service. Children who 
would like to participate will attend 
Sunday School and then be dismissed 
to choir in Room 5/6 at approximately 
11:10. Choir practice will finish up each 
week by noon. The kids’ choir will 
help lead worship in both services 
on Sunday, December 17. Please let 
Debbie or Kim Goodrich know if your 
child is interested. 
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Senior Luncheon Hosts Bob Dempster 
Wednesday, November 15, Starts at 12:00 Noon

“Myths and Legends of Thanksgiving” Exploring the real facts behind this 
uniquely American holiday. Where was the first Thanksgiving? What was the 
menu? Who was there? Robert Dempster, Governor of the local colony of 
Mayflower descendants will provide some interesting insight in time for the holiday.

Bring a salad or hot dish to share and your own table service. Dessert and 
beverages will be provided. Come, enjoy a great meal, fellowship, and learn 
everything they didn’t teach you in school about the origins of this holiday.  

Emmanuel is in a season of exploring our core 
DNA—looking at those things that must not 
change as we move forward in order for us to 
still be Emmanuel even as the world around us 
changes and we adapt in order to continue to 
thrive.  One part of our core DNA is “Caring  
Deeply,” one of the primary functions of the 
Deacons.  As David said in his sermon on Sunday, 
October 29, the Deacons were originally formed 
to care for members of the church—and that is 
exactly what the Caregiver’s Support Group does.

As the members of our church are growing  
older, there is more of a need for caregiving by  
the spouse or children in the family.  We want to  
give people the comfort of staying in their own 
home as long as it is possible.  Years earlier,  
Pastor Dana Shaw saw the need for support for 

these caregivers, who were isolated from the  
rest of the congregation because of their 
responsibility to their loved one.  A caregiver’s 
support group was formed and has grown over 
the past years.  It gives caregivers a safe place to 
share their frustrations along with the humorous 
moments of caring for their loved one.  The group 
has watched helpful videos that have provided 
information dealing with the different stages of 
illness.  The videos showed ways to make it easier 
for both the caregiver and the care receiver. 

The caregiver’s support group meets twice 
a month.  For more information, contact Anita 
Hanney at 805-529-1309 or Sarah Steenberge at 
805-499-4422.  For more information on Senior 
Concerns, contact Deacons Karen Peters or 
Tabitha Nelson Bane.

Deacons’ Corner: Caregiver’s Support Group

Nov. 12  Lily of the Valley Endeavor (LoVE)                                      
  a village providing for orphans in Amaoti,  
               South Africa.                                                                          
               Saving Lives Together (SALT)                                                       
               a non-profit to help the poor in Cambodia avoid  
               human trafficking and oppression for life.                                         
               Christmas cards for our missionaries available    
               for us to sign.

Nov. 19  God’s Hidden Treasures                                              
               Nita Hanson’s ministry to disabled children and   
               adults in Ukraine.                                                                             
               Heifer Project
               a charity organization working to end hunger   
               and poverty around the world.                                                                                    
               Emmanuel Prison Ministry                                              
               sell photo frames by Hollywood actress/water  
               color artist Jane Seymour.                                                                                                               

Nov. 26  Heavenly Treasures
   sells handicrafts amde by artisans around the  
  world to aid refugees, single mothers, widows   
               the physically disabled , recovering victims of 
  human trafficking. 

Dec. 3  Tamar Center 
               a non-profit organization working in Thailand to  
               bring hope, healing and a new life to bar girls.

Dec. 10  Sarobidy Madagascar 
               a maternity center in Madagascar that provides 
               prenatal care and laboratory testing, prenatal  
  vitamins and nutritional supplements.

Dec. 17   Emmanuel Elementary Sunday School 
               sell ornaments to raise money for Esther  
  School in Zambia.

Mission on the Patio
Please save the following Sunday dates for sale of goods supporting past Christmas Mission Market vendors  
and local missions. Tables of goods will be on the patio between services. and after 10:30 am service.



11/4         Buddy Break, EPC Campus
  9am arrival for volunteers
                10am-1pm, Kids Here

11/5 One Intergenerational Svc.
                10am, Sanctuary
                Congregational Meeting
                following the service 

11/15       Senior Potluck Luncheon
                12 Noon, Fireside Room

11/18      Habitat Interfaith Build Day
                8am-2pm, Oxnard

11/19      Daniel Manoiu & Friends   
                in Concert
                5pm, Sanctuary

11/22      Thanksgiving Eve Service
                7pm, Sanctuary

11/26      Advent Feast & Festivities
                4pm, Fireside Room

December 

12/2        Buddy Break, EPC Campus
  9am arrival for volunteers
                10am-1pm, Kids Here

12/10      Christmas Musical                  
 “What Kind of Throne”
                5pm, Sanctuary     

Donate to Emmanuel  

Using your Smart Device

Scan this image

Groups Meeting at EPC
Women’s Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 10am, Room 6
Men’s Bible Study

Fridays at 6:30am, Room 18
MOPS & Mom’s Next - Mother’s of 
Preschoolers & Elementary age,  

2nd & 4th Wednesdays 
MOTS - Moms of Teens & Beyond, 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays 
12pm Rm 18  

ROMEOS - (Retired older men  
eating out), Thursdays 8am at 

the Newbury Park Denny’s
Wendy Off Ramp from 101 Fwy

“Brighten the Corner Where You Are!”
The words of this song 

title express the wonderful 
opportunities we have as 
Christians in ministry to look 
around and see the needs of 
others... and respond!

There is no doubt Emmanuel 
has a heart for Missions - the 
gifts of this congregation abroad 
continue to make a huge 
difference in countless lives. And 
it brings us joy to show the love 
of Christ to those who are much 
less fortunate than ourselves.  In 
this way we are certainly “caring 
deeply” and “moving beyond 
church” as our charity manifests 
beyond our walls.

As we continue to give 
charitably to worthy projects 
outside of our church, might we 
consider getting involved in a 
new way here at Emmanuel?  

Music Ministry is wonderfully  
fulfilling (you knew I’d get to this 
eventually), and it expresses 
the gratitude we have for God’s 
sacrifice, Jesus’ redeeming 
love, and countless blessings 
we’ve received from the Creator.  
Everyone who hears God’s 
prophetic words and everlasting 
promises set to song are uplifted 
out of themselves, to catch a 
glimpse of the eternal. Read one 
of the verses of this timeless 

song, naming the need for 
Christian fellowship and charity 
all around us:    

 
   Here for all your talent you may  
   surely find a need
   Here reflect the bright and  
   Morning Star
   Even from your humble hand the    
   Bread of Life may feed
   Brighten the corner where you   
   are

These words actually 
commission us to look for ways 
to serve, and “brighten” the area 
around us. I want to encourage 
folks at Emmanuel to become 
a part of the music ministry this 
season. Our Chancel Choir and 
vocal ensembles in both services 
will be extolling the glory of the 
coming Messiah, in anticipation of 
our Christmas celebration What 
Kind of Throne on December 10th.  
The Sound and Media ministries 
can always use more support as 
well. 

Come and be a vital part of 
Music Ministry here at Emmanuel; 
for those unable to make a 
physical commitment, your tithing 
and support is a great blessing! 

Let’s shine!
Lance

If you sponsored a student at The Esther School, you have 
a chance to communicate directly with your child.  Dan & Tina 
VanGent are traveling to Zambia in December and would be happy 
to take something along to give to your sponsored child.  They 
love to receive handwritten cards and letters from their sponsors, 
along with photos of your family.  It’s fine to include something like 
a bookmark or stickers, but please don’t include gifts.  Besides 
space limitations, gifts have the potential to create jealousy between 
students.  Your gift is the sponsorship of your child!  Please give your 
cards and letters to Dan or Tina no later than Sunday, November 26.  
If you would like to sponsor a student, there are still a few students 
needing sponsors.  Contact Dan or Tina VanGent or go to   
www.estherschool.org/sponsor/

Esther School Sponsors

http://www.estherschool.org/sponsor/

